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material (see Chapter 4) should be considered. The laboratory plan
should include guidelines on the types of chemicals that can be re-
covered, recycled, or reused by the laboratory.

Once material is declared waste, the first responsibility for guiding
its proper disposal rests with laboratory workers. They are in the best
position to know the degree of hazard posed by a material they have
used or synthesized and must provide sufficient information on its char-
acteristics to fit it into the correct channel for disposal. Accordingly,
they should be familiar with the hazard characteristics by which wastes
are classified and with the procedures used by the laboratory for seg-
regating and collecting wastes. The laboratory waste management man-
ual should provide enough information for this purpose.

It is first necessary to determine if a waste is a regulated hazardous
waste. This identification is important in guiding the proper disposal of
the material. In addition, the information is required to determine if
the laboratory qualifies for a Small'Quantity Exemption (see Appendix
A, 40 CFR 261.5) and to assure that maximum storage time limits are
not exceeded (see Appendix C). The EPA Small Quantity Exemption
(see Appendix A, 40 CFR 261.5) limits for monthly generation and for
storage of all regulated hazardous wastes are 1000 kg, cumulative total.
The limits for acute hazardous wastes are lower. Some states have lower
exemption limits for hazardous waste (see Appendix B).

III.    CLASSIFICATION

The EPA regulations classify a waste as hazardous by (1) specifically
including it on one of four lists and (2) defining four characteristics that
the generator can use to determine whether a waste is hazardous. The
four lists are (see Appendix A, 40 CFR 261 Subpart D) as follows:

1.  Hazardous Wastes from Nonspecific Sources, which includes spent
solvents that are common in laboratory operations and still bottoms
from recovery of these solvents. Also included are sludges and solutions
left over from several electroplating and metal-heat-treating operations,
most of which contain cyanide.

2.  Hazardous Wastes from Specific Sources, which includes primarily
industrial wastes not usually associated with laboratory operations.

3.  Discarded Commercial Chemical Products, Off-Specification
Chemicals, Containers, and Spill Residues Thereof.

(a) Acute Hazardous Wastes, which are chemicals that are consid-
ered to represent an acute hazard. The EPA Small Quantity Exemption
(see Appendix A, 40 CFR 261.5) limits for monthly generation and for